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A Perfwoſ ve to Conſideration, ten- 
der'd whe Royaliſts, Oc. 
eee edc cer e fra cr tre- 


Eccleſ. vii. v. 14. 
Þ the Day of Adver ſo iy conſi der. 


7 a O be indifferent 1 to all Events, and iidoicdrited 
C 25 at the Succeſſes or Misfortunes of human Af - 
I 52 'T 818 fairs, would be no Virtue, were it practicable : i 

T Such an uniform Stiffneſs could be reſolved into 
28 nothing better than Stupidity or Stoical Pride. 

Ze ns the Good or Evil relates only to our ſelves, 
to firive to be unaffected with it looks as if we thought our 
Beings not well made, and had a mind to check the Mo- 
tions, and alter the Springs of Nature; and not to feel Pain 
or Satisfaction when God intended we ſhould. If what hap- 
pens concerns our Neighbour, and has any conſid: rable weight 
upon his Fortune, to Jer ſuch an Occurrence pals us without 
Notice and Impreſſion, looks as though we were willing to 
renounce our Relation to human Kind, and imagined our 
{elves diſincorporated from Society. And as we ate not to 
be unaffected with the Circumſtances of Life, ſo aie we 10 
accommodate our Paſſions and Behaviour to the Nature of 
them. A Man ſhould in ſome meaſure ſure his Air and Tem- 


per to the Occaſions of ſoy and Sorrow; and be relerved, or 


entertaining, as the Complexion of Affairs requires: For to 
give unſealonable Signs of Pleaſure or Difſatistadion, and to 
croſs upon the Reaſon of Things, is neither Chriſtian nor 
Human; but tran{greſſes both the Laws of Decency and Re- 
ligion. Such a Singularity argues a fullen Oppoſition ro Pro- 
vidence; a Diſregard of the Concerns, and a Contempt ot the 
common Sentiments and Cuſtoms of Mankind, When God 
is plealed to give us our r Expecttanons, and to bleſs our En- 
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&avors with Succels, then we ate allowed within a Rule to 


unbend our Cares, to reliſh the Pleaſu e, and ſhew our lelves | 
ſruſible of the Advantage. Bur when he recalls his Favours, 
and Hu Judgments are in the Earth, then we ought to pay a 


proper Regaid to his Diſcipline ; to be (ſerious and recollect- 
ed, and ro put our Minds into a Poſture of Thought and Hu- 


miliation. In the Day of Proſperity 1ejoyce 5 but in the Day of 


Adcerhty conſider. 


The Kiuds and Degrees of Adverſuty are various, and take 
in all thole Cales in which human Nature is defenſleſs and 


c:pable of Suflering. 


As to tlie Perſons it affects, the Not ion may de either 
ſtreighined or enlaiged into the Diviſions of Private and 
Publi- K; I ſhall inſiſt chiefly upon the latter, in which the 


forner is often comprehended. 


The Quzftion is, How a Man ought to manage his Con- 
duct, when his Country. lies under a Calamity, and Himſelf _ 


_ particularly luffers for adhering to the Publick Rights and 


Intereſts ? In order to the ſatisfy ing this Enyuiry, I mall exa- 
5 havi 1 Word Conſi 
zenaViour the Word Conſi- 


mine what fart of Thoughts and 
der may import in the preſent Relation. | 


Nou to Conſider, in tuch Circumſtances, may imply theie 


Three Things, 


Firſt, A Reflection upon a Man's paſt Adtions: Whether 
he has not been in ſome mealure inſtrumental in bringing the 


Misfortune upon himlelf, and his Country. 


Secondly, To Confider, may imply an Examination of the 
preſent State of our Minds: Whether we luffer upon right 


Fase or not. 


Th.idly, Whether our Behav jour is ſuitable to the Occaſion. 


Firſt, To Conſider, may imply a Reflection upon a Man's paſt 
Actions: Whether he has not been in ſome meaſure in{tru- 


mental in bringing the Misfortune upon himſelf and Coun- 


tiy. A Man ought to, make a careful Retroſpection upon 
himielft, Whether he reſiſted the Beginnings of Evil, and 


ſtood upon his Guard againlt the firſt approaches of Faction, 


and tndeavoured to ſtiangle the Fatal Monfter in its Birth. 
Whether Intereſt or Fear, Popularity or Diſaffection, Ambi- 


tion or Revenge, did not prepollets his Judgment, and govern | 


his Inclinations, and carry him into unjuſtifiable Practices or 
Omiſſions. Whether he kept his proper Diſtance from the 


Iutection, oppoled the Torrent, and made a noble Stand in 


Defence of Juſtice and Truth. 


Have we lupported our Figure, and anſwered the Expecta- 


tions of our Poſt ? Have we maintained the Breach, dilplay- 


ed the Colours, and held up the Cauſe aloft ? Have we en- 


gaged our Authority, and acted to the Stretch of our Intereſt, 


dulected others with dur Countel, and fortiſied them with = 


our 


(3) 


sur Courage? On the other ſide, have we not ſunk into Y 


_ paſſive Caution, and retjeared to Schemes of Security ? Have 


we not choten rather to be little in cur Actions than in our 
Fortune, and preferred our Eaſe to our Honour? The Cale is 


of rhe laſt Importance, and therefore a Man ſhould prets the 


Enquiry, and tee whether he has not over- rated the Conve- 
niences of Life; dreaded Poverty too much, and tinfted Pro- 
vidence too little. Whether he has not liked a Principle 


that would Lite, better than one which would Reaſon ; and 


been apt to believe Things true or falle, according as 1 hey 


concluded hard of kindly upon him. I am well afloted, tech. 


Queſtions as theſe ought to be put with the greateſt Imp A= 


tiality; and it our Conſcience ean anſwer them fainly, we 
have nothing to do but to thank God, and proceed; But it, 
the Account proves otherwife, We ought to 1epent for what 


is Paſt, and guard againſt the Futurfe. 


Secondly, To Conſider, may import an Examination of the” 


preſent State of our Minds: Whether we [uffer upon tight, 
Principles? or nt. 1 Ea ant 


Now the only warrantable and governing Principle muſt 
be founded upon Conlcience : The Jeading Reafon niuſt be Re-“ 
ligious; becaule Juſtice and the Laws require it, becaule ue 
believe the Divine Favour ſufpended upon this Conditiop, 


and that our everlaſting All depends upon it. Indeed If God 


had not ſo plainly declated the Perlons of Princes Sacied and 


Inviolable, and mace the reſiſt ing their Authority Penat in 
the higheſt Degree; we might in great meaſure have inter- 
red his Commands trom the Reaſon of Things: And that 
He expected we ſhould continue firm to our Fugagements, thy? 
under the greateſt D:\couragements. For without Steadinefs, 
im this Point, Societies muſt break up; and the*Fornditions © 
of the Earth be put out of Courſe. Let but the contlary Pin- 


Ciple once looſe, and we ſhall preſently fee all Order confound- 
ed, and Peace banithed, and Right relolved into Force; and 
the World almoſt uncreated, by rhe Ambition, Folly, and 


Violence of Men. To luffer therefore in Defence of Aumto- 


rity and Goveinment, is both a neceffary and a noble tnitince | 


of Fortitude ; ſo that *tis no wonder Rel gion thou}d exhect 
it from us. Indeed unleſs it was frrengthened with tite Re- 
Wards and Puniſhments of the other World, it would nc yer 
have Force and Firmneſs enough to Reſiſt and Purieverr, 
But thele Regards when well believed, muſt make the P. in- 
_ ciple impregnable. Nothing can engage our Conſtancy like 
ſuch Conſiderations: For Heaven and Hell cau have no 
Counterpoiſe or Equivalent. e e e 


Having mention'd the tive Reaſon for chuſing the Suffering“ 
Side; 1 thall now proceed to ſome of thole Motives Whicu 


afk defective and dangerous. And. 
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lender Aﬀections for the 
_ vident Projector may obl 


Country, apd make a creditable Figure; but then it muſt be 
aid, the Good which he does, has neither Principle nor Me- 


Tit: For how glorious ſoever his Pretences may be, his Bu- 
 tinels is to ſerve himlelf, And tho? he may deceive others, 


Pet it he has any Inclination to look within, he will foon 
cilcover how much the World, and poſſibly himſelf in ſome 
_ Meaſuie, has been miſtaken in his Character. A ſhort per- 
ulal of his Thoughts will inform him, that Intereſt has the 


Alcendent over all his Deſigns: That he pretends to Religion 


no longer than it affords a Proſpect of Gain: And is Loyal 
only to his own Sovereign, Self. I confels, He who expoſes 


Himlelf to Hazards, and makes a Profeſſion: of Conſtancy, 


- ought not to be hardly interpreted and cenſured, as if he acted 


out of ignoble Ends; becaule this is oftentimes condemning 
Bur tho' a Man-ought not to be charge 

with luch Imputations by others; yet, without queſtion, it 

cConceins him to examin himſelf, whether his Actions proceed 

| fiom à defenſible Caule ; whether Dury and Religion have 


without Evidence. 


a juſt Preference allowed them. 


1 


ln the mean time, 'tis not denied, but that we may law- 


fully have a Regard to private Advantage, provided it be 


{ubcrdinate, and duly proportioned, But then we ſhould take 


care Pot to over-rate our telves; we ſhould: not be fo unrea- 


ſonably partial, as to think our own Intereſt ought to over- 
ballance that of States aud Kingdoms: We ſhould not pre- 


fume our Selves independent of Law; and above the Regu- 


| Jatjons of Religion: As if the Names of Virtue and Con- 
_ 1cjence were invented only to diſguiſe our Ambition; and to 


be regarded no farther than they lerved our purpoſe. 


| Behves, his Motive of Intereſt is not only Irreligious, 
but Wavering and Inconſtant. He that ſerves a good Caule, 
cout of a mercenary View, will engage in an ill one, when he 
Coldition. He who is thus 
affected, will be ſure to obſeive which way the Weight of 
Affairs incl ines, to criticize upon the Health and Complexion 


believes it in the ſame thriving 


ot his Paity; and give it over when he finds it languiſning 


| and conumprive, If we ate governed by ſuch mean Conſi- 
Gerations, we ſhall be apt to Tack upon every Accident of 
Moment z and delert the Relations of Duty and Friendſhip, 


5 when they ſtand in moſt need of being ſupported. | 


2. To aber a luſfexing Cauſe upon wie [core of Affection and | 
ak . | perſonal | 


ee hs 
* * 


_ perſonal Regard, is another ſhort and infufficient Motive- 1 
Confeſs, to be ſtrongly affected with the Misfortunes of our 
Friends or Superiors, becauſe we have been obliged by their 
Temper, or enriched by their Bounty, is not only lawinl, but 
commendable. To ſtand by thoſe who can neither reward not 
5 . ate hated by the Many, and oppreſſed by the 
Mighty, is a Sign of a generous and diſintereſted Spirit. To 
attend an abandoned Intereſt: upon Principles of Eſteem, when 
?tis neither allowed to aſſiſt, or ſcarcely to wiſh well to it; 

when Sympathy is marked, and meer good Nature made cri- 
minal. To embark with the unfortunate, and continue our 

| Regards undet fuch Diſadvantages : Thele are handlom 

_ Proofs of Humanity and Gratitude, and proceed fium a No- 
bleneſs of Temper. This ſhews; that a Man ſcorns to make 
his Affection mercenary, to turn upon the Inconſtancy of For- 
tune, and to court none but the happy and ſuccelsful. But 

then, thoſe who lay the main Streſs upon Friendſhip and Ju- 

_ clination; eany the matter too far the other way: To folluw. 
a Man's Fortune, and ſecond his Pretenſion, mcerly becaule 
we like him, is no better than plain Partiality. It is in ef- 
fect to declare, that we idolize our ewn Humour, and are go- 

verned more by Obſtinacy than Reaſon. We mult iiave very 

good Luck, it ſuch a blind Officiouinets does not lometimes 
entangle us in dangerous Engagements, make us firm to Con- 
 fpiracies, and true to Falſhood, and give us a ſhare in the 
Practice of Violence, and Puniſhment ot Trealon. Tis gianted, 
when the Jjuſtice of a Cauſe is fecured, and we are convinced 
our Friends are in the Right, then our Affections may lealon- 
ably exert themſelves: Ihen we may be allowed to reaſon our 
ſelves into Sympathy and Concern, to regard, and love and 
condole as much as we pleaſe: Then'twill be both decent and 
and proper to raile our Eſteem, and quicken our Gratitude, 
from all the Moti ves of Station, Merit and Mistorture, Theſe 
are good Exyedients to fortify our Reaſon, and awaken our 
Generofity, and make our Friendſhip Malculine and Signifi- 
cans IS es 190 1 EL 8 ny 
3. To make the vulgar Notion of Honour the chief Ground of 
Suffering, is a wong Principle. Some People diſtinguiſhlo tar 
between Conſcience and Honour, as if they had no Reſemblance 
or Relation to each other: Never conſide:ing, that to do the 
wileſt Things, and to pleale the beſt Judges, ana to be in Favour | 
with the gieateft Beings, are the trueſt Signs and nobleſt In- 
ſtances ot Honour: Now nothing of all this can be dune 
without Religion. If this Remaik was thought on, and Ho- 
nour rightly itated : If it was fixed upon a Baſis of Mortality, 
and believed to be a Chriſtian Virtue: If Mens Apprebenfions 
were true in this Point; they would not tell us, that it is 
not ſo much Religion which hinders them from making their 
BY "> | Allfails 
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Affairs eaſy. No ! They eould ſatisfy their Conſcience without 
_ Difficulty, and accominodare the matter with God Almighty 
well enough. Their only Fear is, that if they ſhould thity 
their Sails, and come up to any remarkable Va1iiation, their 
Reputation would ſuffer by it. For can we quit a Principle 
10 lolemnly avowed, without a Mark of Inconſtancy ?, And 
does not Inconſtancy ſuppoſe either our Head, or our Heart 
detective? That we either wanted Diſcretion to make a pro- 
per Choice, or Reſolution to maintain it? If we deſert a Friend- 
Thip in Time of Tryal, and renounce an eſtabliſned Belief when 
It grows uneaſy, may it not be juſtly laid, That we have ſur- 
tendred our Undeiſtandings to our Intereſts; That we may be 
frighied out of, or into, any Thing, and dare neither pretend 
to Reaſon or Honeſty, any longer than the Majority will giye 
us leave? And can there be a more infamous State of Servi- 
tude, than to lye thus at the Meicy of the Crowd; to ſay that 
which we don't believe, and do that which we don't like, 
and that not in trivial Caſes, but in Matters of the higheſt 


Importance? 1 i bio} a e ound” 
In ſhort, To quit an Opinion, or an Engagement, when the 
Stream goes againſt it, is ſo unbecoming a Man of Honour, 
lo cowaidly and ungeneious a Practice, that we cannot recon - 
, . 0c, 
I To this I anſwer, That I have no Intent ion to argue a- 
gainſt the Principle of Honour: Let Men think as magnani- 
moufly as they pleaſe, provided they will but ſettle their No- 


tion right. *Tis tue, where the Ixregularity lies chiefly 


in the Meannels ot the Action, it may not be improper to 

engage our Hononr to bar a Suſpicion af ungenerous Deal- 
ing: But in other cales, for Men to ſet aſide the Obligation of 
Duty, and to lay the main Strels upon -pretended Honour 
(tor when it is parted fiom Conſcience it is no better) is 
borh dangerous and umeaſonable. To alledge their Honour 
as the principal Realon, why they cannot bieak their Word, 


or faltiiy their Truſt, or do any other ill Thing, has a very 


ſulpicious Meaning, *Tis in effect to confels, that we either 
believe no Religion, or are zſnamed to owu it; As if it were 
a Dilparagement to be goverved by the Intereſts of another 
Lite, and to profels our {elves dependent upon God Almighty. 
According to thele Men, Conlcience ſhould be an ill-bred, un- 
gentlemanly Pretence, and theretoie we muſt have a care how 
we ule it. It ſeems we may practiſe Vice as well, as Virtue, 
provided we can do it with as good a Grace: Yes, Opinion, 
and Mode and Cuſtom muſt be the Standard of our Behaviour, 
and the great Rule of our Conduct: For to be tied up io the 
Stcrictneſſes ot Religion, is enough to diſoblige a Man's Qua- 
lity, and to make him cheap and pes « That ſome 
Icople ha ve ſuch exuavagant Notipus of Honour is paſt Dit - 
bs e ca. pute, 


* * 
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pute, otherwiſe they would not make it Paramount to Rea. 
on and Juſtice, and ſet it above the Laws of God and Man; 
as in many caſes it is plain they do. There are a Sort of Men; 


who would gladly have the Pleaſure (as they count it) of a 


Libertine Practice, without the Infamy: This makes them 
ſollicitous to confound the Notions of Good and Evil, to co- 


ver the Deformities of Vice, and take it into their protection. 


Thus Whoredom is ſo far from ſuffering the Cenſures of Reli- 
gion, that a Man is ſcarce thought a jot the worle for it, 


Sr his Reputation at all tarniſhed by ſuch a Liberty: Hence 
it is counted more honourable not to pay our Debts than ta 


ſink our Figure; to commit Murder than to put up a qiſob. 


liging Expreſſion. Thus Luxury, and Licentiouſnels and Pride, 


the Reproaches of Reaſon, ana the Blemiſhes of Human' Na- 


Fre ate by too many made the Accompliſhments of a Catralier. 
In ſhort, Honour, as it is commonly unde;ſtood, is nothing 
more than the Cuſtom ot Men of Figure; which makes it, in 
Tome caſes, no better than taſhionable Pride: *Tis governed by 
the Maxims and Examples of Couits and Camps, where Peo- 


ple are not always the ſtricteſt either in Lite or Reaoning. 
onour in this Notion aims more at Appearances in Things; 


and had rather make a great Shew, than do a great Action, It's 


| Man End is Reputation, without ciſtinguiſhing upon the I 


leans: Which at the higheſt carries Men no färther than 


to an Indifferency to Good or Evil, either of which. they 
choole accoidingly as they find it faſhionable. *Tis true, Ho- 


nour when it wears it's proper Character, and is under the Go- 
vernment of Virtue, is a noble Quality: It warms the Mind 
with a generous Heat, and is a vigorous Principle of Action: 


*I'is a Guard to Decency, and a Spur ro Glory.: Jt hardens 
Fortitude, and ſecures Conſtancy: It ripens Impiovement, and 
Puſhes Men on to the Extent of Bravery and Giearnels, Eur 
When it is counterfeited or miſtaken; when it is reſi gned v 


to undiſtinguiſhing Cuſtom ; when it is tinttured with Pride, 
and ſcorns to be governed by Law or Religion ; then it is a 
dangerous and unreaſonable Guide, and ought to have neither 
Credit in our Opinion, nor Influence on our Praztice, * 
3. To Conſider, may imply an Enquiry, whether our Beha- 
viour is luitable to the prelent Occaſion. 


- And here, before I deſcend to particulars, I ſhall o ſer ve, 


that we ought to be ſtrictly Regular in our whole Converla- 


tion, Thus much rhe general Obligation f 


Religion will require of us: Ve muſt walk before Pal. ror. 2, 
God with a perfect Heart, and take nowicked Hi 3. 
min Hand: but have reſpe to all his Commandments, Pial. 19. 6. 


For whoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet o. Jam. 2. 10. 
fend in one Pint, is guilty of all. He affionts the 5 


| Majeſty of the Legillator, and tins againſt the Authority upon b 


— | Winch 
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which the whole ſubſifts ; and therefore is liaBle to the Pe- 
ee » Dip OE A WA 
_, Conſcience is a Univerſal Principle, reaches to all Points 
of Morality, and obliges to be bol) in ail manner of Converſation. 
And as Chriſtianity, binds us to a general Obedience; ſo 
one would think the Decency of ſuch a Conduct ſhould nga a 
our Endeavours. A Virtue equally ſpread, and well purfued, | 
is nat only a ſecure, but an ornamental Practice. Tis Uni- Wh 
formity and Proportion which make Things look great and 
graceful. To ſee a Life thus all of a piece, argues the Lines 
were ſtruck out by, a Maſterly hand, and finiſhed with Art 
and Application: But to divide between Virtue and Vice, and 
fly out into Inconſiſtency and Contradiction, makes a Man 
appear party coloured and monſtrous. This is Building with 
ove hand, and pulling, down with the other and proceeds from 
| . 1 5 impotence and Itreſolution, all mean and diſparaging 
But if Honour cannot affect us, I hope Neceſſity will: We 
ſhould. remember God will not allow us the Breach of any of 
his Laws: The doing one part of our Duty, is no Diſpenſatiqn | 
to tran{preſs auother ; for God gives no Man a Licence to ſin. 
Rebellion is not the only damning Sin no more than the 
Plague is the only mortal Diſtemper. If we are true to the 
King, and falle to God Almighty : If we keep the Oath 
of Allegiance, and break that of Baptiſm: If we decline 
tolemn Perjury, and axe guilty of common Swearing; 
our Caſe mult be miſerable hereatter. Loyal Intemperance, 
aud loyal W horedom, are monſtrous things in Religion, where 
the gawdy Epithet will never excuſe the Lewdneſs of the 
Practice. If we indulge our ſelves thele Liberties, how much 
ſoe ver we may ſtand off from Rebels in this World, we ſhall 
meet them in the next. And that we may not think 
1 Cor. 6. the Cale aggravated, let us hear St. Paul, Know ye 
9. not (ſays he) that the unrighteous ſhall not inberit the 
Mig dom of Gad? Be not deceived, neither fornicators, 
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, uor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk- 
ads, mor vevilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
GA. Farther, An immoral Behaviour delerves the Intereſt 1 
we intend to promote: It makes the ignorant ſuſpect the Ju- 17 
ſtice of the Caule, and helps to fortify the fatal Miſtake. To 
live without regard to the Reſtraints of Religion diſnonours 
2 Pariy, and makes it neither loved nor feared. Such an aban- 
don'd Licentiouſneſs is enough, one would think, to blaſt the 
beſt Deſign, to unbleſs the moſt warrantable Undertaking, and 
ta keep ot the Aſſiſtance of Heaven. We ſee therefore, how 
much we ale obliged to a genetal Regularity, both for our | 
ow! lakes, and that of the Publick ; but more elpecially the | 
Occaſion will call upon us not to fail in the following Par- | 
viculars, | | 1. We | 


r 


643. 


. We ſhould remember to contract our Expences, and 


- a - a, 


trench from the ufual Entertainments of Life. "RT 
I Fo exceed the Proportions of Nature and Decency, is al- 
ways a great Fault. To what purpole ſhould a Man exhayft 
imſelf in Superflyities, and run out into Equipage and Shew ? 
Does it improve his Underſtanding, ox extend his Senſes, oO 
| prolong his Life, or give him any real Advantage in Mind or 
Body? To labour ſo much to be taken notice ot, looks as it 
a Man was conlciqus of his awn Littlenets; for who would 
be at all this Charge to grow conſiderable, if he thought him- 
felf fo without it? Tis true, the Vulgar muſt, have ſome ſen- 
fible Advantage to ſtrike their Organ; and therefore thoſe 
Who bear a publick Character, are allowed to enlarge their 
Figure, in proportion to their Authority, But private Cir- 
_ cutaſtances, tho? never ſo much raiſed in other reſpects, can 
have none of this Pretence, And as for the I. uxury of eating 
and drinking, tis a meaner Vice, and altogether as unreaſon- 
able as the other. Theſe Exceſſes are degrading Entertain- 
ments, and either find Men little, or make them ſo. They 
are likewiſe deſtructive of their own Deſign; for by over- 
proportioned Supplies they oppreſs the Senſe, and ſtiangle 
the Plealure ; and in a ſhort time deſtroy. the Body they pre- 
tend to cheriſh, In a word, Vanity and Intemperance would 
* Have no Excuſe, tho' we lived in Paradiſe, and our Neigh- 
bours had no manner of need of our Aſſiſtance, But there are 
| ſome Circumſtances of peculiar Aggravation, and which, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, make Sin exceeding ſinful. Rom. 7.13. 
28. We ſhould do well to conſider the Condition of thoſe, 
Who ſuffer in a common Cauſe. ; With what Difficulty do 
they retain their Integrity, and how do they ſtiuggle under the 
Weight of Poverty? Poverty, not occaſioned by Idlenels or 
Luxury; not by their own Fault, but by that of others: Like 
Mariners in a Storm, they were forced to throw their Goods 
 over-board, that they might ſave themſelves: And are put 
tothe trying Neceſſity, either of parting with their Conſcieuce, 
or Fortunes; with this World, or a better. And can we over- | 
look thole, who ſuffer thus nobly for Religion and Law, for 
Integrity and Honour? Can we abandon lo deſerving a Diſtreſs, 
and leave it to languiſh without Aſſiſtance or Regard ? Ought 
we not rather to deny. our Inclinations, and ſubſtiatteven from 
Convenience, and labour with our own Hands, that we may have 
_ 70 give to him that needs. Is this a time to indulge our Vanity, 
and riot in Exceſs ?\ Can't we baulk the Extravagance of Fan- 
cy upon ſuch preſſing: Qccafions ? Does noue remember the Af. 
Fictions of ſoſeph? Is Sobriety ſuch an intolerable Penance 2 
And had we rather ſtarve our Friends than our Vices? What! 
Have we drowned all Sympathy and Senſe of the general M is- 
fortune: And diank away both the Power and the Inclination io | 
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es good? To diſable our ſelves by any. yicious Expence;when 


rhe Neceſſities of out Neighbours call ſo loudly for our A 
ſtance, diſcoyers an ungovernable Senſuality, or a wrete 


In qifference for the Cauſe; it aggravates the Guilt, 
Jam. g. 3. and enflames the Account. In 4 word, to conſume 


that upon our Luſts, which ought to be managed 


for the Support of Virtue, devoted to Charity, and dedicatec 


10 Religion, is in effect to rob God Almighty, and ſwells 

Profuſeneſs into Sacrilegme. NT 

3. We fhoukd omit no Opportunities for e Duties, 
0 


run after every Altar without Diſtinction. For in 


what Agreement has Loyalty with Rebellion? Tis 


ttue, what the ſame” Apoſtle obſerves concerning other Sin- 
vers, is, in ſome meaſure, the Cale concerning Revolters. We 


muſt either keep Company with them, or go out of the World. But 
this Liberty, without doubt, reaches no farther than acciden- 


tal Meetings, and common Converſation, and ſecular Buſineſs. 
For certainly we are not tolcountenance their Prevarications, 
and join with them in'their Defection: Is it an Inſtance of. 
Religion 10 pray for the Proſperity of Wickedneſs, to put up 


Trealonable and Parrieidal Devotions, and to implore God 


to renounce his Nature and his Laws? Are we indeed obli- 


ged to wait upon Schiſm to the Altar, to help to conſecrate 
the Revolt, and to pray againſt our Conſcience and Inclina- 


tions? What Opinion the New Guides: may have of theſe Per- 
formances, I don't pretend to determine; becaule I cannot tell. 
How far Prejudices may operate, nor to what degree Men's 
Undeiſtandings may be diſturbed. But I am well affured, I 


have not only fepretented the Truth of the Caſe; but the Senſe. 


of the Royalifts, whole Grounds muſt oblige them to think 
thus of the Revolution Prayers. And therefore I wonder upon 
what Baſis the Myftery of a double Communion ſtands. There. 


is no Countenance for it in Scripture, that I can learn, *Tis. 
true, the Prophets were ſent to the Ten Tribes, after their 
Departure from the Temple Service; but then we don't read, 
they approved Feroboam's Prieſts, complyed with his State- 


Religion, or were prelent at the Worſhip of the Calves, Tliis 


Politick Scheme is [uthcient'y condemned, and as Mark fer, 
upon the Introducer. And as for the Seven Thouſand in 
 Jfrael, who are mentioned with Approbation, we 


1 Kin. 19.18. may oblerve, they had not bowed their Knees to 


Baal, nor gone into the reigning Apoſtacy. Be- 


ſides, for ought we know, they might acknowledge the Au 
thority of the High- Pfieſt, tho? the Frontiers being guarded, 


they could not preſent themſel ves to ee 


— . 


pea 


emblies, and 


Cor. 6. 14. St. Paul's Queſtion, what Communion has Light with 
1 Cof.5.21. Darkneſs; what Concord has Unity with Schiſm,; and 
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roboam's Aſſembly; or they were exceed. 
ingly to blame; as appears from many Hof. rr, 12. 
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And if this were their Caſe, they were in all Equity, within 
the Feruſalem Communion. This we are 1999800 
ſure, Thar they either abſented from Je- 2 Chron. tz. x Kings 
2. 30. Hof. 8. 5 
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I we pals from Scripture to Antiqui- Socr. I. 2. c. 3 8. Theod. 


ty, we ſhall find this Opinion as little fup- ff. l. f. c. 2 2. Cp. Ep. 


ported as before. The Chriſtians of thoſe ad Ant. Ambr. Ep. 1 4. 
/ / 2tt# tO 7, 
Communion to the Arian Hereticks, the Novatian Schiſmaticks, 


and to the Rebellious Biſhops under the Uſurper Maximw," 


Let us proceed from Authority to Reaſon, Either we fre- 


quent thele Revolted Churches to join with them, or not. If 


not; to what purpoſe do we go thither ? If we do; we ſhould 


do well to conſider, how we can join with them in Sin, an 


avoid the Puniſhment, If any Man defends himſelf, by ſay- 


ing he does not aſſent to the d e Part of the Piay- 
ers ; to this J anſwer, that the 


Not ion and Deſign of a Reli- 
gious Meeting, implies Union and Conſent in the Aſſembly, 


as far as the Worſhip extends, eſpecially when the Service is 
regulated by a Form, fo that every one os. know betore-hand 


what they are to expect. This Conſent, I ſay, is ſuppoſed in 


the Nature of the Thing; and enjoin'd by the Rubrick of the 


Church; which obliges all the Laity to ſay Amen to every 


Petition. Once more, either we may join in a ſinful Commu- 


nion, becauſe of the Mixture of Good in it; or we may not. 


If the firſt; then what hinders us from uniting with Socrnians, 


Fews and Mahometans, upon occalion : For here the true God 
is worſhipped, and many Points of Morality are taught. If 


this Liberty is too large, then we muſt ſtand off in the pre- 


ſent Caſe ; for here both the Meeting and the Matter are un- 
lawful : The Meeting, becaule Schilmatical: The Matter, 


for the Reaſons above mentioned. For if depoſing of Kings, 


and diſpenſing with Oaths, and reſolving Conſcience into 
Publick, Good, that is, Convenience, are not Tenants of a flaming 
Malignity, the Diſtinctions of Right and Wrong are e 

ligible. And to cut off all Excuſe, the Evil is as throughly 


Incorporated, and as ſolemnly avowed in the latter Cale, as 
in the other; and therefore it muſt be equally impoſſible to 
make a Separation. 155 2 


However, I am Ioath to leave my Church ! You ſay well. 


But can you expect to find the Church, where its peculiar 


Do&rines are diſowned ; where its Authority is oppoted, and 
betrayed to the Secular Power? Does the Being of a Church 


confiſt in Brick and Stone? What would you do if A 3 


was worſhipped there.? I hope the Chiming of the Bells 
would not draw you to the Service of the Idol. II it is 2 
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Muſt we pray alone, without the Aſſiſtance of Prieſt or Con- 


Ai e To this FN after what has been ſaid; I 
think the Proverb a ſufficient Return; Better be alone than in 


#11 Company. If tis farther objected, That by this Pr inciple we 


lole the Benefit of the Bleſſed Sacrament, To this I anſwer, 
1. That this Obje&ion is oftentimes no more than Pre- 
| tence: For if People would take that Pains which the Re- 


gard to che Inſtitution requires, it ſeldom bappens but they 


mignt receive it from proper Hands. 
But 2. I anſwer, That breaking the Unity of the Church 


by Schilmatical Communion, and making our ſelves partakers | 
of other mens ſins, 1 Tim, 5. 22. is a bad Preparation for the Sa- 
crament. To break a moral Law for a poſitive Ordinance, tho“ 


never ſo valuable, looks like robbing in order to Sacrifice. 
And therefore when the Caſe is truly put; a pious Deſire 
of Receiving will be equivalent to the Thing. This being an 


allowed Rule in Inſtances of Neceſſity. So that we cannot be 
laid to loſe the Benefit of the Bleſſed Sacrament, tho' we are 


not ſo happy as to partake in the Adminiſtration. 


I I confels, this Branch of modern Conformity has its Advan- 
tages: It keeps a Man's Honeſty oftentimes from breaking 


_ Gur to his Prejudice: *Tis a Paſs- port to Buſineſs, and a Pro- 


tection to Trade; and therefore tis well, if there is not ſome- 
thing beſides Religion at the bottom. However, let the In- 


tention. be never ſo ſincere, tis no Warrant for an uniawtul 


Practice. Well! Tho? we are barr'd the uſual Place, yet we 


are not diſcharged from the Worſhip, Let us not live like 
Independent Beings 3 as if there was no Duty owing to God 
_ Almighty, no Benefit in publick Communion, nor any effect 
of our Saviour's Promiſe to his Church; who the Apoſtle 
tells us, gave Apoſtles, and Paſtors, and Teachers, for the perfect- 
ing of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtery, and for the Edi- 
Hing of the Body of Chriſt. Eph. 4. 11, 12. Let us take care 

we don't overlook their Miſſion, and lole the Advantage of 


their Office. Always remembring that thoſe who refule the 


Means, muſt fail of the End. God grant none of our Friends 


miſmanage theſe Church Diſtractions: That they don't make 


their Orthodoxy a Colour for their Profaneneſs ; nor pretend 


an Averſion to the Churches, that they may go no whither 


with the better Grace. As it it was a deſirable Condition, to 


be quit of the Fatigue of Prayers, and delivered from, the 


TDiſcipline of the Pulpit, and enfranchiſed from the Servitude 
of Religion. To have our Time, and our Conlcience, and our 
Sins to our ſelves, without the leaſt Interruption or Reproof. 
Theſe are lad Privileges both in the Quality and Conſe- 


_ quence 3 


that we may be ſo. planted as to want the Advantage of an 
Orthodox Paſtor ; What is to be done in ſuch Circumſtances ? 
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quence; and ſerve only to lay Men aſleep in a fatal Security, 


till they awake in thoſe Flames which burn for ever. 


Let us therefore be governed by tlie Apoſtle's Advice, and 
not forſake the Aſſembling our ſelves, as' the manner of ſome is. 
Heb. 10. 25. I am ſure the Occaſion calls for the beſt Appea- 
rance of Religion; for all the Aids of Union and Solemnity. 
We ſee in what a Tempeſt the Nation is tofled. What a Tor- 
rent -over-bears-all Regards, both Human and Divine. Nei- 
ther Nature nor Obligation, Crown-nor Mitre, Law nor Go- 


ſpel, can ftand before it. No Moral Difficulty can ſtop its 


aſlage. It breaks thro? all the Oppoſitions ot Blood, Heights | 


of Station, and Defences of Right. So that now, it ever, we 
may make the Prophet's Complaint, Truth is fallen in the 
| ſtreets, and Equity cannot enter. Ila. 59. 14. And when this 
Civil Chaos will ſettle, He only knows who brings Light cut 
of Darkneſs, and Order from Confuſion. And a Contidera- 


tion no leſs ſad than the reft, is the Infatuation which les 


upon Men's Spirits. How they call Evil Good, and Good 


vil. Iſa. How they dote on their Deluſion, and are ena- 


mour'd of their Diſeaſe, and like thoſe ſtung with a Taran- 
ula, expire in Pleaſure. And is it not an uncomfortable. 
Proſpect to ſee Men ſeized with fuch a fatal Lethargy; that 
neither Honour nor Intereſt, Reaſon Nor Senſe, this World 
? Since they have lo 


nor the other, can work upon them 
little Care of themſelves, do they not ſtand more in need of 


2 Foreign Aſſiſtance? Let our Charity equalize their Rigours, 
and, if 'tis poſſible, exceed them. Let us intercede for them 


at the Throne of Grace; and join in the Church's Devotion, 
That God would bring into the way of Truth all ſuch as have erred, 


and are deceived. And what Succels ſoe ver our Charity may 
Bave, the Office is Chriſtian, and Generous. | 


Beſides, we ought to apply for our own Security; and lift 
up our Prayers for the Remnant that is left. 2 Kings 19. 4. 
Thirdly and laſtly, Our Behaviour ought to be iemarkable 
for Reſolution, and decent Aſſurance. Honeſty without Cou- 


rage is impracticable. This Virtue of Fortitude is a Guard 
to all the reft, without which they lye defenceleſs and expo- 
Ted. He that commands another's Fears, commands his 
Actions: For what won't a Man do to eſcape an Evil he. 


believes intolerable. And as we are obliged to keep our 
Ground, and retain our Integiity ; ſo we ſhould do it in a Po- 
{ture of Hope, and with an Air of Satisfaction. To languiſh, 


and repine, and grow diſconſolate, looks as if we were weary 
f Mell. doing; it doubles the Misfortune, and carries Danger 


in the Symptom. God has given us the Poſt of Honour, are 


We not to maintain it with a ſuitable Behaviour? To ſuffer 
chearfully abates the Anguiſh, and adds Strength and Luſtre 
do the Virtue, Let us keep dur Thoughts ealy, our Imagina- 


tion 
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tion bright, and our Spiri's, ſupported with the Juſtice of the Chile. 
To be able ro ab de'the Shock has à great deal ot Pleaſure as well 
as "Trouble in it. By this means a Man becomes: conſcious of his 
own Strength, and finds his Virtoe: hardened beyond an ordinary 
Temper; which could never have heen known Without Experimen“. 
And mult, not ſuch. a Diſcovery be extreamly entertaining to a gene- 
1 r: us Mind, and afford a very reliſl.iog Satisfaction? Tt eſe Stroaks of 
} Adverſiry are like lighter Wounds receè ved in a Breach, Which have 
I; more of Honour than Smatt in them, ?Tis true, the Succeſs is chiefly to 
be attrĩidi ted to God Almighty. It Was his Aſſiſtance Which excited us 
to the Combat, and fortified us to maintain it. But ſince 15 Uſe of his 
| Grace deperds upon our ſelycs, a Share of the Action is likewiſe our | 
| own. Are cur Fortunes rifled, and our Laboors wreſted from us? Let 
[; us with thoſe the Apoſtle mentions, rake the ſpoiling of our Goods joy- 
1 | fully knowing that we have in Heaven a better and an enduring Sub- 
ante. Heb! 10. 34. Mait-we quit the Expectations of Birth, and the 
Jjuit Pretences of our Station? Let us remember, that nothing can make 
us Little but our ſelves ; That the beſt Quality conſiſts more in Action 
than Title, in Reſolution tnan in Fortune. To continue firm to Con- 
ſcience, to ſtand by the Oppreſſed, and to be above the Accidents of 
Lite, are the moſt valuable Signs of Nobility: Whereas he who wants 
Courage to practiſe his Sentiment, and maititain his Reaſon, has a 
vulgar Soul; and how much foever his Outſide may glitter, is no 
better han a Rage af. Hr.. f 
Are we bated for our Vutue, and expoſed. for doing our Duty? 
Let us not complain. This Uſage is commonly the Lot of the beſt 
Men in the beſt Cauſe, Cbriſt and his Apoſtles met with no kinder 
_ + Entertainment. As we ſuffer for their Doctrine, let us imitate their 
ir Example; Let us with them glory in Perſecutions, and deſpiſe Con- 
tempt; and ſhew our Enemies, that We bave Greatneſs to pity, as 


well as Charity to forgive them. At the werlt, we ſhould conſider | 
the Proof of our Integrity riſes in Proportion to the Tu. The | 
greater our Sufferings are, the greater is Our Conftancy ; the great- | 
er our Reſignation, the greater our Reward, The Storm in all like- 
lihocd will not laſt always; it may be firther {pcor already than we” 
are aware of, God, who helps thoſe to Right who 9 50 Wrong, will 
ariſe and maintain his amn Cauſe. Plal. 74. 23. He will, 1 queſtion 
not, vicdicatc his own. Eftablithment, and appear in his good Time 
for the Reſtoring of Ocder, and the Support of Right; tor the Ho- 
nour of Parents. and the, Majeſty of Kings 
However, if Life falls ſhort of thoſe happy Days, there are No- 
bler Scenes in the other World than Reſtaurations. And whoever 
gets once to Heaven, will never think be dyed” too ſoon. There | 
is no Complaints of Diſappciatment, nor longing tor Satisfactions | 
left behind. I ſhall conclude with the Apoſtles Exhortation, infer- 
red from the ſame Glorious Proſpect; Mberefore be 7 ſtedfaft, im- 
movable, always abounding in the Work ihe Lord; inaſmuch as 
ye know your Labour is not in vain in the Lora. 
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